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Dovngrading data cannot be predetermined.

Of Information: Report describes 2 presumed decontaminatica truck fer )
the EGA preduced by the VEB Spezialfahrzeugbau, BER LiN~Adlersk f, Thizty of
these vehicles had been delivered by ™ Jul 57; 40 more wese schedu.ed o7
delivery by the end of 19573 and ueknown additional vebicles were to e produced

i bw 1958. 50X1-HUM
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Decontamination Truck for EGA {C)

Introductory Note

Since 1955 the VEB Spezialiahrzeugwerk {special vehicle plant), BER LIN.
Adlershof, has designed and outfitted special vehicleg for the EGA, A8 af L1957,
60% to 70% of the plant work is for the EGA, Among the items produced for the
EGA is the sc~called "water-spray truck' described in this report. For details
on the plant, see final paragraph of this report.

REPORT

1, Presumed Decontamination Truck for EGA

In mid-1956 the first prototype of the water-spray truck for the EGA was kuilt

| after some delays in gchedule, twenty of the vehicles were delivered to the EGA.
Ten meore were delivered by 31 July 57; and an additional foxty were piamned for
delivery by the end of 1957, within the framework of the 1yd¢ plar, MNO¥e of these
! trucke, number not known, were fo be produced in 1958,

2. Description of the Decontamination Truck (See incl 1}

The threc-axie chassis, G5, is manufactured by tie VEB Motorenfahrzengwerk
Erust Gzube in WERDAU, and shipped in to the Adlersghof plant by rail, complete
with engine and tires. Here it is outfitted with the special guperstructusre for
wwater-opraying”, including water tank, pipes, purps, and cthex accesnories,
and ia painted the gzeen color standard for EGA vehicles. The following
installation work is done at the plant:

d a. Water Tank

The five sections of the water tenk are welded together by axc weiding:
1wo dome-shaped end sectiong, and three cylindrical gections, each 1.2 m long,
] Gver-all lengih of truck is about 4 m and diameter is abeul 1.8 m, Wall thickness
1 iz 5 mm, The end sections, of steel, come ready-presesed from the firid VED
Stahiblechbau in BERLIN= Lichtenberg., The <cylindrical gections are rolled, cut,
and welded at the plant from flat sheet steel coming from the steel plant Maxhustte
in UNTERWELLENBORN, The welding seams are not veinforced by stect bands.

the plant. A cover plate on top of the tank, of Somm-thick steel, is fastened with
approximately 20 bolts on a steel ring, 20 mm higho The cover plate is not kinged
1 2pd is to be removed oaly for cleaning and re-painting of the inside., The steel ring
carrying ghe caver plate has an jnside diameter of 60 cm, 8o that 3 slendex person
cop elin in the tank, The steel ring is fustened by arc welding to the zank body.

13_; oaf.fle plgi:e i8 ins-erted by welding 1n the front part inside the tank, The baffle
' pg?,thze of E:«v.mmmﬂuck steel sheeting and has 2 circular shape, except for 2
missing section at the bottom of the tank, which foxs a 60«cm~higﬁ opening

astsi 43

there is only one such baffle platetin

and tested at the plent, Serial production began shortly thereaftex, and by June 1957

{ Connecting pipes for intake and discharge of watexr are - welded into the tank body 2t |

4
g' the tank,
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) The ::later'in*a.ke pump of GDR ma.ke:p is installed between the amver"a Hir
cab and’ the front.end of the tank, The pump is operated via transmission: ‘fom. thel
truck’s engines < The: pump is capable of filling the tank in five to seven msnutmao v
Technical details on the pump are unknown to source, The intake hose, ~ <
' detachable,, ig fixed to the pump by a bayonet connection (Bajonettverlchlum;)'o
5 The intake P1Pe , steel, 8 to 10 ¢m ounteide diameter, runs from the pump upward
i to the upp front edge of the tank, The intake hose, 3 m long, 15%-mm outside’

' diameter, GDR make, is made of sturdy rubber with an outer protective wire coil.
When not in operation, the intake hiose is stored in one of the two hose storage -
boxes, of shéet steel, attache# to the left and right side of the tank, The far end
of the intake Those has a metal Plece with scréw thread for comnection to a water
hydrant, The hose can also be used for water intake from a pond or river, for
which purpose, however, an extension hose will be required which is not furnished
'~ with the truck,

¢. Water Discharge Pump

The discharge pump is installed underncath the tank, The pump is
' operated via transmission from the truck’s engine, The pumnp is the same GDR
. make 28 the intake pump, technical data unknown, The pump feeds two slterpate
: digcharge syetems mentioned below.

d, Ground Spray Discharge

At the raar of the truck (See Incl, 1, Rear View), two discharge pipes

" of 5 ¢m diameter each protrude to the right and left, respectively, underneath the

water tank, Each pipe continues in a solid rubber hose, 60 cm long, 5 em

. diameter, 5 mm wall thickness, which bends downwarde te a discharge valve,

: Usnknown how the valve is operated. The valve has a vibratory joint which vibrates

! when the truck is in motion, The valve holds a metal dischazge nozzle with a

digcharge slot of 200 x 2 mm which furnishes 2 3 m wide band of water, Between

the two digchazge valves, there is a hoxizontal steel pipe, 1,8 m long, 5 cm
diameter, perforated at the bottom, » which alsc gprays water to the grouvnd,

¢. Hose Discharge System

At the rear end of the tank, theve are a glass water gauge and cight
discharge leads., The discharge leads are steel pipes, 25 mm in diameter, 50X1-HUM;
- protruding 40 mm from the tank wall, Each discharge lead has a metal cap ¢
secured by a,metal chain, Each lead has a valve operated by a handle. The valve
i is closed when the handle iz in horizontal position and open when the handie is in
downward position. For operation, a rubber hose ig connected to the discharge

lead by means of a bayonet connecti h bavoenet connection 2lso hoids
the cap fo7 the discharge lead, :

there is a pipe
' connaeiion ingide the tank from the discharge pump via a manifoid te the eight

{ discharge leads., No details on this delivery pipe, The rubber hosges to be

\ attached to theoe leads are of black rubber, 10 m long, 30 mm gutside diameter,
Each hose ends in a flat nozzie which delivers a thin, wide band of water, The
hoses aze rolled together and stored in the two hose sterage boxes, four hosss
per box, st the side of the tank, The purpose and applicazﬁon of these eﬂé,h%

hoges ic not kn@wn‘
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¢, Surface Treatment of Components

All steel pipes inatailed in the water spray truck were zinceplated,
jnside and outside, at gubject plant, The water tank, hoae storage boxes, and
sther metal parts on the cutside wera sprayed at the plant in EGA=green, nitro
paint, The inside of the tank was gprayed with a dark brown, rather vigcose
paint, name and compositicn unknown, allegedly for anti-zust protection, 7Tests
regarding this inside lining were made: only with water which does not dissclve
this paint, No information ‘on possible other uses of this inside lining,

! 3, Nomenclature and Use

The designation uged at the plant was rKesselwagen' {tank truck) or
“Sprengwagen" (spray truck), The official explanation. on tae use of this truck
was that it was intonded for spraying water on airfield runwaye, for clesping
. purposes. Worker in the plant wondezred why the EGA needed so many water
ppray tracks. An 1:GA NCO stationed in the piant, (sece following paragraph)
when asi.cd the purpose of the trucks, told {=llow workers of source that the truck
might be ured for "yergasung” {Vaporization) o¥ wyeznebelung"” (Smoke sereening).
The worsers nndexstood this to mean the tvuch might be used to store a ganeuus
substance from which “smoke gcreens might be preduced, However, 21l vests in
the plant were made only with wateT. 50X1-HUM

Other reports indicate
that the aileged water Spray truck busit at subject plant for EGA is actuaily a2
decontamipation tzuck, o be used for the decontamination of ground suriace and
cicaning of equipmant {rom CW agents and radicactive dust, 50X1-HUM

4, Tzaining of Maintenance Men for EGA

Since Mazch 1956, the EGA has one NCO and two EM stationed permanently
in the plant. The EGA men work in the produciion line {o= EGA vebicles, EGA
mechani s from unkn nits also occasionally work in the production kine foz
; pericds o four weeksiwrjﬁ three to four EGA mechanics are in
the plant every second month for training epair mechanics while working nS0X1-HUM
. then production line. :

5, Liair on with EGA

EGA delivery orders are given to the plant from an unknown agency in fhe

GDR defense mindstzyo Chief designer, and liaison man in plant to the defense
mindstzy , 18 ] ARTSCH, Siegfried, T‘m | graduate ggxmmobf‘é-x 1-HU
engineéy, resident of BER 1.IN-Pankow, employed at the piznt since tHe ions 8t -HUM
1953, Hé deviioped and designed all special vehiciss now in production. at the
plang; inciuding e presumed decontamination txvck, Hig desiguning section 50X1-HUM
employs 25 designers and six to eight drafismen, All special tracks for the TGA
| were developed in 1955/ 56, Serial production of all begaa in 1956/57 |

The {inished EGA "'vehicles are picked up by EGA personnel, For sach
completed shipment of vehicles, an inspection team of two to theee EGA. officers,
of company grade zank, arrives at the piant to inspect and take over the vebicles,
With this ingpeciicn Loam, EGA drivers arrive artwnz to ship the vehicle out
under own POWSE o ‘
perpennel. ‘ all ECA
vehicles are tzken to the airfield in COTTBUS. BAccording o the © gé;a‘HUM
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é\igwerk in BERLIN-Adlershof

woede LY
VEB -Spezialfahi‘zeugwerk in BERLIN=-Adlershof, Oppenstrasse 87495{3{:{&9,
" umtil 1945, a subsidiary of the MANNESMANN Corporation. 1t was re-gpened in
1948 to manufacture stationary and traveling cranes, From 1950 to 1957, the plant
manufacturéd garbage disposal trucks and garbage containers, In 1955, it began
work for the EGA, and by 1957, 60% to 70% of the plant production was for the EGA,
. the remainder for domestic civilian consumezs, The only expovt order

ag eight gnow plows on G5 truck chassis, delivered in 1956/57 to Poland,
One large new pr&iuction building was to be constructed in 1958,

The p!ant'empi'ws 550 workers, in one shift, six days weekly. The 1957
production plan contained the following main items: 50 water spray trucks for
EGA: 40 sand spray tzucks; for EGA; 16 snow plows, for EGA; 20 street sweeper
tzucks, for EGA; 20 garbage dispoesl trucks, for civilian GDR city auvthorities; 18
dump trucks, for EGA; 10 sewage disposal trucks, for civilian city autzcrities; and
72,000 garbage containers, for civilian city authorities. 50X1-HUM

As of 31 Jul 57, the following items of the 1957 plan
had been manufactured and delivered to consumers: 10 walex spray trucks; 20 sand
spray tzucksi'9 snow plows; 3 or 4 street oweeper trucks; 2 dump trucks as teat
models; 8 garbage disposal trucks; 1 sewage disposal truck; 40, 000 garbage
containers. \ the production plan for 1957 -will be fuifilled 00%
the 1956 pilan had been fulfilled by 98%, For 1958, the proiuction plan wasg expacied
to be similar to the 1957 one; figures on 1558 plan unknown. 50X1-HUM
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